How I became a great composer

GADY COSTEFF

Hard work and talent are supposedly the nec-
essary ingredients for a great composer. | used
to believe that 1oo, until my experiences of the
past few years have proved otherwise. These
experiences have introduced me to an entirely
new composing method, fast, enjoyable and
far more suited to the vast majority of us.

In July 2001 I attended my first annual
PCCC (Permanent Commission for Chess
Composition) meeting in Wageningen, Hol-
land. These annual meetings take place in
some aflordable European town over one
summer’s week and are attended by 200 or so
problemists. Thirty of those problemists are
commission members that sit around a big ta-
ble, their little country flags waving, while an
intense discussion about Fide album points
masks the intrigue of the calculating 4th vice-
president’s planned coup d’état.

At the same time, in close proximity, the oth-
cr problemists engage in activitics such as
solving competitions, lectures and most im-
portantly, short composing tourncys whose
awards are distributed later in the week. The
prizes are typically spirits representing cach
country such as Whisky, Vodka and Cham-
pagne.

So there I was in Wageningen, sitting at a ta-
ble with my friends Ofer Comay and Paz Ein-
at when they asked me to join them in
composing a helpmate for one of the tourneys.
Having never composed a problem before |
happily agreed. Since I could not contribute
much | bought a round of beer and mostly
marvelled at how cooperatively the black and
white pieces behaved, so different from the
world of studies. When I could spot a cook |

would mention it but otherwise | just enjoyed
watching, adding a joke, complementing an
elegant approach and generally keeping eve-
rybody happy.

This process repeated itself for several days
through mates in two, helpmates and proof-
games. When they finished a problem we
would check it on the computer, fix the thou-
sand or so cooks and hand it in to the tourney
director. Then in the award ceremony | found
out that I had won 3 prizes. Established prob-
lemists were whispering my name.

The following problem is a good illustration
of my carly style.

887/ C1 P.Einat, G.CostefT & O.Comay
3rd prize Macleod Whisky tourney
Wageningen 2001
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a) diagram b) wPfd->e¢5

a) 1.Qc6 BdS 2.Kxd5 Qd3#

b) 1.Qc4 Re5 2.Kxc5 Qa7#

The next year in beautiful Portoroz, | already
contributed mightily. If a composition is 99
percent perspiration then my role in the fol-
lowing proof game is one percent.



