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John Roycroft’s editorial in EG-150 and his footnote about the differing approaches of
judges Kuryatnikov and Pervakov prodded me to offer my own view.

The widespread dissemination of 5 and 6 piece computer discoveries and especially
mzz positions has led to a dramatic increase in the number of studies using such
positions. The entire period of 1974-1990 saw twenty-five 5-piece mzz studies. The
same number was published in the period 1998-2000, a five-fold increase.
Furthermore, the pre-database period also contains less distinct mzz positions, so the
real impact of databases is even greater.

As a column editor, beautiful chess ideas are the sole criteria for publication, even to
the exclusion of any human contribution. A judge, however, must place a study within
an historical and artistic context, separating the composer’s original contribution and
weighing it carefully against other studies. This calls for deep familiarity with a large
corpus of prior work as well as the necessary research tools to acquire such
knowledge. The rigor of such research is far more telling of a judge than his artistic
preferences.

When a database mzz position appears in a study, I consider that element of the study
to be anticipated. This approach is consistent with judging principles as applied
historically, both in studies and in other artistic domains. It is the composers’ duty to
add original content beyond the anticipated element or show it in an otherwise new
way. This is no different than taking a known element such as ‘smothered mate’ and
building a new study around it. :

In my capacity as Fide Album judge for 1998-2000 I received about 20 studies based
on an mzz database position. It was evident that most composers consider their
obligation of ‘original contribution’ to have been fulfilled by introductory play which
at the most introduces the thematic try, if it is not already part of the database. In
general, I do not consider such a minimal expository approach to warrant a prize or
Fide Album entry. An example worth of such honors would be the linking of two
distinct database positions through original and interesting play. Such a study would
take the known computer elements and infuse them with something new.
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