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41st FIDE PCCC Congress
St Petersburg
25th July to 1st August 1998
Karelia Hotel
AJR reports:
As usual, it was a Saturday-to-Saturday
arrival-to-departure gathering. So many
Russian and FSU (=former Soviet Union)
study composers could be met at the
Karelia that it seems simpler to mention
by name some of those (Russians and
Ukrainians) whom we should have liked
to meet, but who were not there:
An.Kuznetsov, Roslov, Ryabinin,
Sochnev, Tkachenko and the Far East
pair of Bazlov and V.Kovalenko. But it
was a delight to find Belarus and the
Novosibirsk region well represented.
Never has my hand been shaken so hard
and so often as when I eventually arrived,
delayed by force majeure, on the Tuesday
evening. (A few facts for the curious: an
alleged visa irregularity detained me at
Moscow's Sheremetevo-1 airport passport
control on arrival on a flight from Tbilisi,
where I had spent 10 blissful days. This
was on 21vii98. For the next 24 hours or
so I languished in, or close to, the busy
transit lounge. I was not permitted to
travel on to St Petersburg, despite that
city being listed on my visa and on the
official invitation... So, two days later,
courtesy for the most part of what I am
calling 'credit card diplomacy', I was
back in London arranging emergency -
and hence extortionate - re-entry to
Russia.)

The team solving event (the twelfth
WCSC) was won by Israel again (20
teams - of two or three solvers each -
vied), despite the absence of Noam
Elkies. Veteran Pauli Perkonoja (Finland)
won the earlier 'Open' Solving by a
significant margin, and Georgi Evseev
(Russia) the main individual solving title
- neither of them for the first time. Many
quick composing events took place, and
there were excursions, including a guided

tour of the spectacularly: restored palace
and grounds at Petrodvorets on the Gulf
of Finland. At the (traditional) win-
ding-up (or winding-down) banquet FIDE
President Kirsan Ilyumzhinov put in a
photo-opportunity appearance to present
many of the title diplomas and and
prizes. • • • .

Now to the PCCC proper. Belarus,
Kazakhstan and Moldoyia were admitted
to membership, raising the total of
countries to 38. An application by Ar-
menia could not be considered in the
absence of an official Armenian represen-
tative. At election time Bedrich For-
manek (Slovakia) was elected President
for another four-year term, to be sup-
ported by Vice-Presidents Ya.Vladimirov
(Russia), Kjell Widlert ^Sweden) and
Milan Velimirovic (Yugoslavia) - Hannu
Harkola (Finland) failirig this time. The
judge's title was, awarded to Arkady
Khait (Russia) for studies.
The 'world champions'j controversy was
resolved by a predictable compromise:
the 5 titles awarded at Pula in 1997
(including Gurgenidze for studies) are de
facto to stand, but in future any such
titles will be divorced from the FIDE
Albums. A sub-committee formed to look
at the matter for the future consists of
title-hungry 'Eastern' delegates diluted by
a single 'Westerner', Kjell Widlert: the
lack of interest in joining the
sub-committee shown by the main
(Western) 'objectors' to the Pula decision
was presumably due toi the disappearance
of the 'threat to the FIDE Albums'. Few
readers will need to be; reminded (see the
recent INFOBLATT included with
EG 129) that the 'threat' was caused by
several Album directors and judges
refusing (or threatening to refuse) to
continue their work iff world titles' were
to be linked to the Albums. (The studies
Album selection team |of Roycroft as
section director, and Afek, Gurgenidze
and Kralin as judges, while not neces-
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sarily approving of such titles or the
method of awarding them, were not in-
volved in this potential boycott and were
prepared to finish the work they had
undertaken. We might add that a
two-page address from An.G.Kuznetsov -
not the text given below - to the St
Petersburg participants supported the
'Salvationists'.) The new sub-committee,
whose speaker is Marko Klasinc
(Slovenia), can be expected to report -
not necessarily finally - in 1999.
For the FIDE Album 1995-97 selection
tourney the section directors, judges and
reserve judges were preliminarily chosen,
with a closing date of 30ix99 for submis-
sion of entries. For studies, AJR accepted
the invitation to serve once again as sec-
tion director (SD) - there appear to have
been no other candidates.. So:
NEW!! FIDE ALBUM (selection) tour-
ney 1995-1997

Study composers' best work published in
the 3-year period 1995 to 1997 should be
sent direct to SD (and marked FIDE
ALBUM 1995-1?97) in 5 identical
copies; diagrammed, with a control
check alongside, supplying full solution,
source (ie, precise outlet, place and date
of publication - and tourney honour, if
any) of the version being submitted, and
preferably with the theme or themes (if
any) identified. The composer's full
name and full postal address must be on
each diagram. Use one side of the paper
only, but a supplementary sheet is al-
lowed. Closing date: 30ixl999.
Arising out of consideration of the
WCCT (world team composing cham-
pionship) there was an interesting but
inconclusive discussion of the relative
merits and demerits of judging by points
(the Album selection system range is
from 4 down to 0 in half-point jumps)
and grading (ie putting in a merit order
irrespective of absolute quality, and, as a
rule, disallowing equal ranking).
The selection of the venue for 1999 was

a colourful process, there being offers or
suggestions for Antalya (in Turkey, but a
popular resort for Russians - however,
Turkey is not a member country),
Netanya (Israel), Sochi (Russia), Sveti
Stefan (Yugoslavia) and Ulan-Bataar
(Mongolia). True to the received wisdom
that committees make conservative
decisions, the Adriatic coastal resort of
Sveti Stefan was voted first choice - but
with no firm date. Netanya was voted
second choice.

The members of the studies
sub-committee present at the start of the
congress considerately agreed to await
my arrival before holding a meeting.
Normally there are three sub-committee
meetings, but in this case only one took
place. Apart from the delay already men-
tioned, Austrian Airlines had succeeded
in misrouting my rucksack (with almost
all of my sub-committee preparation
papers!) which was not finally delivered
to the Karelia until very late on the Wed-
nesday evening. The long and the short
of it was that there was no time in
sub-committee to discuss the long
outstanding matter of the status of studies
extracted from oracle (ie, 'Ken
Thompson') databases. However, two
quick decisions were made. See below.

FIDE PCCC STUDIES
SUB-COMMITTEE
informal minutes - 1
(St Petersburg 1998)
present: John Roycroft (Britain -
convenor/speaker)

Yochanan Afek (Israel)
Nikolai Kralin (Russia)
David Gurgcnidze
(Georgia - later)

Two decisions were taken.
1. To publish 'informal minutes' of the
sub-committee's decisions in EG. [The
present item is therefore the first such
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informal minute,]
Comment. Why 'informal'? Because no
one wants to act as secretary: And why
do we need minutes at all? Well, there
are genuine difficulties arising out of lack
of continuity in the membership leading
to a lack of consistency in decisions.
Maintaning minutes, even informal ones,
should help to avoid duplication of effort
or even blunders. As Alain Pallier has
pointed out to us, at Belfort in 1994 (see
EG7/2, pp434 and 436) the
sub-committee already selected studies of
the year (more or less by the procedure
described below) for the years 1989,
1990 and 19-91, and there we were at
Pula, three whole years later, performing
the selfsame chore, but this time from the
FIDE Album selections which became
available there (ie at Pula), The
explanation of the duplication is that at
Tel-Aviv in 1996 the sub-committee
(without its normal speaker being present
there) took the decision to use the Album
selections. Had minutes been available in
1996 the comedy (and almost total waste
of time of five competent persons at
Pula) would have been avoided.
2. To recommend the following selection
procedure for future 'studies of the year'.
The studies section director for the cur-
rent FIDE Album selection tourney to be
requested to ask the three judges working
with him to select, from the studies sub-
mitted (ie not to wait for the selections),
or from any other source, one study for
each of the three relevant years. The
criterion for selection must be suitability
for the widest reproduction in newspaper
and magazine columns, with the very
specific aim of bringing to light new -
study adherents. Obviously an unsound or
anticipated study should not deliberately
be selected, but such considerations are
not, repeat not, of supreme importance.
The nine nominated studies are to be
collected by the section director and
forwarded to the current speaker of the

studies sub-committee, H whose subse-
quent next session the final choice (ie,
one for each year) will jbe made. The
PCCC secretary will, aithat same PCCC
session, be requested tq! circulate the
three 'Studies of the Year' to all
delegates as an annexe jfa the official
minutes, with a clearly jjworded formal
request for maximum distribution to
chess columnists in newspaper columns
and in chess magazines, etc. in each
member country. Feedback from this
process, via delegates tp the
sub-committee, is also important, to
monitor the effectiveness of the work.
Comment. The importance of feedback is
underlined by the very [poor response
made when the sub-committee speaker
{AJR], enunciating his (words in the last
day's full PCCC session in St Petersburg
as deliberately as he could, asked each
delegate to jot down on a piece of paper
exactly what publicity had been achieved
in each country for the! three
studies-of-the-year (years 1989, 1990 and
1991) circulated with the Pula minutes
with a minuted request| to delegates to do
what they could, each in his own country.
Now in the UK the British Chess
Federation was asked (land indeed paid,
by AJR and The British Chess Problem
Society) to circulate th|e sheet setting out
the three aforesaid studies to all the chess
journalists listed in thej annual BCF Year
Book - over 100 of thdm. But only 3 of
the 30 or so delegates Ipresent responded
to the appeal: They wejre the delegates for
France, Romania, and ifJSA - the latter
supplying a 'nil return|. With such
widespread apathy in the PCCC for
publicising, studies one! has to ask whether
the sub-committee is vtorking for nothing
and whether it would pe wiser simply not
to bother. 1

9viii98 . I
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With great pleasure we print a rare com-
munication (outside his home land) from
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